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The Tres Montes Subdivision proposal is a request to develop a 430- acre parcel into a 
24 lot residential subdivision. This parcel is located approximately 8.5 miles North of 
Espanola, on the West side of U.S. 84, within Section 36 of T22N, R7E, N.M.P.M.. It 
was reviewed pursuant to the Rio Arriba County Subdivision Regulations, and the 
New Mexico Subdivision Act. 

The developer has proposed that the lot purchasers share 72-12-1 domestic wells. The 
lot purchasers will be responsible for drilling them. The subdivider has submitted a 
geohdrologic report, pursuant to Appendix A, Section 1.E.3 of the Rio Arriba County 
Subdivision Regulations. 

The geohydrologic report submitted, by Glorieta Geoscience, includes well logs, well 
tests, geologic cross-sections, and a 40-year schedule of effects. The author of the 
geohydrologic report concludes that water is available for this development. I concur 
with his conclusion. 

The subdivider has not calculated the maximum annual water requirements, pursuant 
to Appendix A, Section 1.E.2. Water requirements should be separated into indoor 
and outdoor uses. Restrictions on irrigated area should be specified in the disclosure 
statement and the covenants. It is important that they be consistent with the water 
requirement calculations, to ensure that residents will not exceed the amount of water 
that the domestic wells can provide. 

This developer proposes selling his large lots to others, who will in turn have the 
option of further subdividing their lots. The subdividers will then circumvent having 
to develop a water system, and proper roads. This, in my opinion, constitutes a 
common promotional plan, and is against state law (47-6-2, N.M.S.A.1978). 

It is my opinion that the developer has not provided ample evidence that his water 
requirements will be met, pursuant to the Rio Arriba County Subdivision Regulations. 
In accordance, a favorable opinion should be witheld. 

 


